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“STATE OF THE FISHERIES REPORT 2005/06” 
Statement by Minister for Resources and Assisting the Minister for State Development 

MR J.J.M. BOWLER (Murchison-Eyre - Minister for Resources and Assisting the Minister for State 
Development) [2.10 pm]:  The Department of Fisheries’ annual declaration about the status of Western 
Australia’s fish stocks, the “State of the Fisheries Report 2005/06”, has demonstrated once again that the great 
majority of our fisheries are in a healthy condition, as are the aquatic ecosystems that underpin them.  
Sustainability of our stocks is vital for WA to benefit from our marine resources, which hold significant 
economic, social and environmental value.  The report details a very large scallop catch within the Abrolhos 
Islands fishery, which generated a big boost to the total landed value of the state’s seafood, and states that 
despite a slightly lower catch, our iconic rock lobster fishery maintained its landed value in 2005-06.  
Recreational fishers have enjoyed the benefits of the recovery of pink snapper stocks in the inner gulfs of Shark 
Bay - a fisheries project that has been so successful that it earned the department the top honour in the Premier’s 
Awards for Excellence in Public Sector Management, which were announced recently. 

The “State of the Fisheries Report 2005/06” shows that in the relatively small number of fisheries where stocks 
were not at acceptable levels, every effort was being made to address the issues and take action accordingly.  We 
know that stocks of our state’s larger sharks, particularly the longer-lived species, continue to be under excessive 
pressure, especially from international vessels operating illegally in our northern waters.  While the management 
of WA’s fishing activity targeting these vulnerable stocks has been extensively reviewed, we are still waiting on 
the federal government to reduce the level of illegal incursions and to better monitor the impacts of the foreign 
fishing vessels. 

The report contains detailed information derived from rigorous scientific research and assessment programs.  
This research is helping to provide early warnings of areas of concern, which give us time to take management 
action to ensure there will be fish for the future.  In the Shark Bay oceanic snapper fishery, for example, 
additional analysis is now being undertaken to consider the effectiveness of quota reductions implemented two 
years ago after a series of low recruitments.  Independent assessments by the commonwealth Department of the 
Environment and Heritage shows that 35 of WA’s major fisheries all met the comprehensive national guidelines 
for sustainability.  That is something we can be very proud of as our state maintains its international reputation 
for good fisheries management. 

The “State of The Fisheries Report 2005/06” provides all stakeholders, fishers and interested members of the 
public with a comprehensive report card.  I table the report. 

[See paper 2288.] 
 


